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The history and future of cities in Canada are interwoven with Indigenous peoples and their lands, rights, systems, identities and futures. In this era of truth and 
reconciliation and reimagining cities of the future in ways that are more inclusive, interconnected, humane and connected to the natural systems that sustain 
them – it is time for municipalities and civic leaders to honour their commitments to urban Indigenous peoples. This includes investing in and supporting the 
restoration of urban Indigenous land rights and food sovereignty; and co-creating civic spaces that reflect the stories, contributions and self-determined aspira-
tions of Indigenous peoples. 

HOW TO LEARN & ENGAGE WITH THIS RESOURCE 

Indigenous peoples are the first placekeepers 
and city builders.  
 
Despite the lingering perception that Indigenous peoples are 
not urban and modern, the reality is that cities of all sizes were 
settled on the ancestral territories and permanent or seasonal 
use sites of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Nations, and they have 
always been a contributing force within cities. 
 
They were the original placekeepers and city builders, artists, 
planners, innovators, scientists, and architects. Indigenous 
models have transformed natural environments and urban 
landscapes and embody connectivity to land and place, kinship, 
holism, sovereignty, resilience, and cultural revitalization.

Decolonization, Unsettling the Commons  
and Transformative Reconciliation. 

In honour of the rich Indigenous legacies and futures that are 
intertwined with the history and future of cities, it is important 
that civic and Indigenous city builders and practitioners collabo-
rate on an expanded vision of what a city means in 2021, and for 
the next seven generations. This is a vital part of transformation-
al reconciliation, placekeeping, and city-building work and must 
be consistent with the visioning and priorities of the diverse 
Indigenous and settler communities that comprise cities.
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HOW TO LEARN & ENGAGE WITH THIS RESOURCE 

Commitment to unsettling and decolonizing those colonial settler forms 
that have caused damage to the worlds of Indigenous peoples is integral 
to an Indigenous reimagining of cities. It is therefore imperative that mu-
nicipalities and civic leaders work alongside Indigenous peoples for the 
long term, identifying and dismantling colonial discourses and practices 
that persist in urban planning, land use and city-building

How can civic leaders better commit to listening to, learning from, 
building reciprocal relationships with, and ceding power to urban Indig-
enous communities to ensure we are working together to make visible 
and honour the persistent imprint and activation of Indigeneity in cities? 
Based on interactions with and feedback from Indigenous and civic prac-
titioners across Canada, the consensus among them is that while munic-
ipalities and civic organizations wish to engage and partner with Indige-
nous communities, there is a common lack of knowledge and confidence 
among civic leaders about what that path should be. 

The Civic-Indigenous Placekeeping and Partnership-Building Tool-
kit is based on an emerging body of work on Indigenous placekeeping 
and reimagining of cities, developed through Future Cities Canada and 
Evergreen. Weaving together a diversity of the perspectives, teachings, 
analyses, protocols, methodologies, and expertise of Indigenous knowl-
edge-keepers and practitioners from across Canada and globally, it aims 
to especially provide a model of learning, guidance, and practical applica-
tion for municipalities and civic organizations. the engagement tools and 
resources offered here are intended to be a baseline for civic practitioners 
to develop their awareness, learning, capacities, and approaches in Indig-
enous design and community engagement. Eagle & sun, KRISTY CAMERON, The Seven Sacred Teachings Of White Buffalo Calf  

Woman (Niizhwaaswi Aanike’iniwendiwin Waabishiki Mashkode Bizhikiins Ikwe) 2009
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Purpose  

The Civic Indigenous Toolkit is intended to be a resource for users and 
guide them in community engagement, designing, and planning process-
es on Indigenous and intercultural placekeeping initiatives and re-imag-
ining public spaces. The placekeeping principles, values, and practices 
showcased here are intended to be an adaptable model for Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous communities working in the spaces of Indigenous 
design, architecture, art, planning and innovation, reconciliation, and 
civic commons. We strongly believe that centering compassionate use of 
language, practice, ideology, and principle are at the heart of this work. 

While many of the ideas, practices, and stories shared here are grounded 
in specific lands, places, and nations, the overarching themes and arche-
types should resonate with different Indigenous Peoples across Turtle 
Island and even other global regions. This Toolkit is intended to weave 
together a diversity of perspectives, methodologies, experiences, and 
creations from across the discourses and practices of urban placekeeping 
and Indigenous engagement in Canada. It is only a humble sample of the 
vast richness of Indigenous design and community protocols and practic-
es that are dynamically activated across the country and not meant to be 
a consummate or definitive representation of that richness. Similarly, the 
engagement tools and resources offered here are intended to be a base-
line for civic practitioners to develop their awareness, learning, capaci-
ties, and approaches in Indigenous design and community engagement. 

Eagle & sun, KRISTY CAMERON, The Seven Sacred Teachings Of White Buffalo Calf  
Woman (Niizhwaaswi Aanike’iniwendiwin Waabishiki Mashkode Bizhikiins Ikwe) 2009

INTRODUCTION
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User Map Toolkit 

The Civic Indigenous Toolkit is intended to be a resource for users and 
guide them in community engagement, designing, and planning process-
es on Indigenous and intercultural placekeeping initiatives and re-imag-
ining public spaces. The components of the Toolkit may be used in any 
sequence or as stand-alone pieces.  

• Tools & Approaches: provide the conceptual, cultural, ethical, legal, 
relational, political, and planning contexts that frame engagement, 
relationship-building, and design development processes when 
working in partnership with Indigenous community and practitioners 
in Canada. While the different tools and approaches are developed in 
a holistic way and may be overlapping in theme and application, they 
fall into different clusters: i) Cultural values, protocols, principles and 
covenants; ii) Indigenous sovereignty and governance; iii) Decoloniza-
tion, truth-telling and reconciliation; Collaboration agreements; iv) 
Relationship and partnership-building; v) Unsettling and Indigenous 
reimagining of cities and urban spaces.

• Case studies: Profiles of civic-Indigenous placekeeping partnership 
initiatives and actions in Toronto, Ontario are provided to highlight 
different examples of engagement protocols, planning and design 
principles, and best practices in action. 

• Resource List: provides a wide-ranging list of extra source mate-
rials and case studies that showcase Indigenous perspectives and 
approaches to placekeeping and partnership-building, and the 
multi-faceted themes associated with civic-Indigenous engagement.
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Save the Date 

OCTOBER 2021

Official launch of the Civic-Indigenous Placekeeping & Partnership 
Building Toolkit. 

Sign up to receive updates and early release of the full resource once 
available through this link. 

Credit: Catherine Tammaro

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8nYjXJiN50G2Z5oiWUQ_GlGJU4bmMHZPttkccfEw7KNUQVlSQlJVRVNTTUkxSTdETU82TjVIVE1KMC4u
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Author & Contributors 

Tanya Chung-Tiam-Fook specializes in research, Indigenous/community 
engagement and education in the areas of environmental stewardship, 
climate resilience, innovation, placekeeping, health and mental wellness, 
and international development. She leads research and thought leader-
ship, strategy and programming, curriculum development, and advising 
for the Centre for Indigenous Innovation and Technology (CIIT), Ever-
green and Future Cities Canada. Two of the Indigenous strategies that 
she has led are: i) the Indigenous Re-imagining of Cities Program, a plat-
form for collaborative research, convenings, knowledge mobilization, 
and place-based activations focused on Indigenous placekeeping and 
civic-Indigenous partnerships; and ii) the Community Solutions Network, 
an innovation capacity building and digital inclusion initiative in partner-
ship with Indigenous community and technology leaders. Her Akawaio 
and mixed ancestry from Guyana and the Netherlands, combined with 
interdisciplinary and international experiences, enable her to bring both 
Indigenous and multifaceted perspectives to her work. She is particularly 
passionate about restoring and deepening relationships between people 
and the natural environment; learning teachings from Elders, ancestors, 
lands, animals and plants; and global forms of music, dance and litera-
ture.

The Toolkit was written primarily by Tanya Chung-Tiam-Fook, Senior 
Lead of Indigenous Engagement for Evergreen and Future Cities Canada. 
Catherine Támmaro, Wyandot Faith-keeper, artist and Elder in Residence 
at Evergreen contributed to the Toolkit’s design with beautiful and sacred 
graphic artwork and images; and Tash Naveau, Senior Fellow in Indige-
nous Placekeeping and media artist led research on Toronto-based Indig-

enous placekeeping initiatives and wrote the case study for her Teaching 
Lodge project in collaboration with Indigenous knowledge-keepers. Both 
Catherine and Tash contributed their magical insights that inspired and 
guided content development. Images of the exquisitely rendered artwork 
on the Seven sacred teachings of White Buffalo Calf Woman by Métis 
artist Kristy Cameron are featured in the Toolkit. 
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We honour the passion and commitment of present-day placekeepers – 
Elder, artist, designer, story-teller, architect, Earth-worker, language-car-
rier, planner, innovator, ceremony conductor, and land defender (Indig-
enous and ally) – who is working to honour, revitalize, restore, disrupt, 
reimagine, and transform public spaces and urban landscapes in cre-
ative, decolonizing and life-sustaining ways. Their creations and actions 
animate and (re)activate Indigenous presence, stories and productions 
that have often been invisibilized and marginalized by settler colonial city 
building and planning interventions. 

We also honour the creative, innovative and courageous work of Indige-
nous ancestors and former placekeepers to invigorate lands, communi-
ties, arts and culture, education, technology, infrastructure and cities of 
the future. It is their visions, teachings, designs, content and artifacts of 
place and space that contemporary placekeepers learn from, are inspired 
by, and build upon. 

The Civic-Indigenous Toolkit is based on an emerging body of work on 
Indigenous placekeeping and reimagining of cities, developed through 
Future Cities Canada and Evergreen. This work is generously funded by: 
McConnell and Suncor Energy Foundation. 

For more information on the Indigenous Re-Imagining of Cities project, 
please email futurecitiescanada@evergreen.ca 
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